Brexit - Travel Requirements
Guidance

NOTE: this document is intended to provide guidance only and is based on information that is known as
of the date of this document. As more information becomes available we will update the document.
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Travelling to EU from 1st January 2021
From 1st January 2021, some boats & equipment have to be imported to Europe under ATA
Carnet.
● If you are travelling to Europe with a personal dinghy, you do not need a Carnet.
However:
● If you are taking a dinghy/personal rib, it is likely you may need a Carnet.
● If you are taking a class association rib, it is likely you will need a Carnet.
● If you are taking a multi-stacker, you will need a Carnet.
NOTE:
● Transporting a boat for another person on your own would need a Carnet as you are not
the owner
● If you are travelling with a Carnet, you may need to book a Freight Ticket.
● A Carnet can take up to 3 weeks to obtain.
● Once a Carnet is produced by the Chamber of Commerce, there can be no changes
made to that document.
● If the event is supported by an RYA coach and the RYA are sending RYA resources (i.e.
Ribs and vans), the RYA will arrange a Carnet in conjunction with the relevant
sailors/parents - the Class will advise you whether this is the position and what steps are
needed to obtain a carnet for an RYA supported event. The Class will need to assign a
logistics manager to either work with the RYA (where required) and the members to
coordinate the packing list(s). Volunteers will be required for this role. The RYA have
template packing lists. The value of the equipment listed is on a like for like replacement

What is a Carnet?
A carnet is like a passport for the temporary import of goods, issued by the British Chamber of Commerce. Fees are
charged per Carnet.
A Carnet is required where commercial samples, trade fair or exhibition goods and professional equipment are
temporarily exported to countries that are part of the ATA Carnet system.
A Carnet can be valid for up to 1 year; but is closed once the goods return to the UK. You need a new Carnet each
time you travel to Europe.
Items under one Carnet MUST follow the same journey - goods must depart UK and return at the same time.
The physical carnet document must be carried with the goods at all times. It has to be presented to the customs
office before departing UK & on arrival in EU.
There is a cost involved in getting a Carnet, based on the value of goods.
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How do I apply for a Carnet for an Unsupported RYA Event?
If you are travelling as part of a Class Team/Class organised activity:
● The Class determine how ribs and dinghies will travel to the event
● Parents/sailors will need to create a packing list to send to the Chamber of Commerce. This
list is final.
● The Class will apply to the British Chamber of Commerce for the Carnet. The cost of the
Carnet will be built into budgets/costs of Teams/Class organised activity. The cost will be
split equally across all boats attending the event regardless of which trailer a sailors’ boat is
on.
● Once a Carnet is issued, it must be couriered to a UK address and signed for. For 420 Class
this will be the International Sailing Secretary (email: 420internationalsailing@gmail.com)

NOTE: it can take up to 3 weeks for the Carnet to be processed.

Packing List Example
A packing list must be completed PER CONVOY. 1 x van towing a rib and boats = 1 convoy

If you are travelling with the Class, the Class will tell you what you need to do and when you
need to do it by. Please bear in mind that if a Carnet isn’t received in time for travel; boats
don’t travel - sailors don’t sail! Don’t hang around if you are asked to supply information.
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How do I apply for a Carnet if I’m travelling outside of the Class?
If you are just towing your 420 to Europe to attend an event you will not need a Carnet.
However:
● If you are taking a rib; you are likely to need a Carnet
● If you are towing a stacker trailer you are likely to need a
Carnet.
NOTE: if you have a double stacker with 2-boats and both
owners are travelling in the vehicle or both boats are owned
by the same person then a Carnet won't be required.
You will need to apply to the British Chamber of Commerce for the
Carnet.
You will need to create a packing list to send to the Chamber of
Commerce. This list will be final.
You will need to pay for the Carnet.

______________________________________
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Question & Answers
Question
1.

So what does this all
really mean to me?

Answer
Travelling on your own:
If you travel with your own boat as if you are going on holiday you need proof of
ownership, insurance documents, a green card for your car/van and trailer and
possibly the trailer may need it's own registration plate. If you have a RIB it may be
worth getting a Small Ships Register (SSR) as this gives clear proof of ownership
for about £16. Any proof of VAT payment in the UK for your boats is also good to
have.
Travelling with multiple boats or taking a friends boat on a double stacker
without them:
If you travel with multiple boats you need to prove that you are not exporting them
and therefore need an ATA Carnet. This is for the big class trailers and if you are
just taking a friends boat on a double stacker without them.
All items over £150 need to be itemised on a packing list. The list forms the ATA
Carnet and cannot be changed without resubmission. What goes out must come
back.
NOTE: If a sailor drops out of an event at the last moment, their boat still has to
go! No last minute changes.
Top tip:
Create your own serial numbers for tool boxes etc Give detail, not too
specific eg 420 race ready. If you list a Kappa mast, break it and buy
another at the event, you would need to bring the Kappa mast back and
could not bring your new mast back.

2.

Where do I apply for a
Carnet?

ATA Carnets can be obtained through an agent such as Blair Consular Services
https://www.blairconsular.com and take about three weeks. The cost varies with
the value of the goods, so give realistic values for the items on the packing list
(current value rather than replacement value)
NOTE: It is a legal requirement that the Carnet is returned to the consult on return
to the UK.

3.

How far in advance
do you need to apply
for the Carnet?

The Carnet is valid from the movement the Commerce stamps it, so you should
not apply for one too far in advance.

4.

How much do they
cost?

For a convoy of approx £60k (1 x rib + 3 x 420) = £860 + VAT
Broken down as:
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(Carnet £300, Consular Fee £125, Security Guarantee £420 & Courier £16)
5.

How does the
security guarantee
work?

We are still trying to find further information on this; watch this space.

6.

Can you add or
remove items while in
Europe?

No, you cannot buy or sell any items that are listed on the Carnet

7.

Do personal
belongings need to
be listed?

No, luggage and sailing kit don’t need to be listed. Just think about what you
would normally take on holiday; this doesn’t need to be on the list.

8.

Do I need to list
everything?

You don’t need to list consumables, items under £150 do not need to be listed.
Items such as tool boxes, which may be over £150 should be listed with a number
of items in it.

9.

What happens if I
break something
whilst at the event?

If you replace like for like (exactly!!) you should be fine, but if you don’t replace it
you should bring the broken equipment home with you.

10.

What happens if a
class are organising
an event in the UK?

Sailors coming from Europe and the rest of the world will need to apply for a
Carnet.

11.

What about
insurance?

You need to make sure you carry a Green Card; this can be obtained from you
insurance company.

Remember: what goes on the Carnet stays on the Carnett!!!
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